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HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE —
HSC

DIVISION 20. MISCELLANEOUS
HEALTH AND SAFETY
PROVISIONS [24000 — 26250]
CHAPTER 6.6. Safe Drinking
Water and Toxic Enforcement Act
of 1986 [25249.5 — 25249.14]
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25249.5. Prohibition On
Contaminating Drinking Water
With Chemicals Known to Cause
Cancer or Reproductive Toxicity.
No person in the course of
doing business shall knowingly
discharge or release a chemical
known to the state to cause
cancer or reproductive toxicity
into water or onto or into land
where such chemical passes or
probably will pass into any
source of drinking water,
notwithstanding any other
provision or authorization of law

except as provided in Section
25249.9.

25249.6. Required Warning
Before Exposure To Chemicals
Known to Cause Cancer Or
Reproductive Toxicity.
No person in the course of
doing business shall knowingly
and intentionally expose any
individual to a chemical known
to the state to cause cancer or
reproductive toxicity without
first giving clear and reasonable
warning to such individual,
except as provided in Section
25249.10.
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25249.9. Exemptions from
Discharge Prohibition.

(a) Section 25249.5 shall not

apply to any discharge or

release that takes place less
than twenty months subsequent
to the listing of the chemical in
question on the list required to
be published under subdivision

(a) of Section 25249.8.

(b) Section 25249.5 shall not

apply to any discharge or

release that meets both of the
following criteria:

(1) The discharge or release
will not cause any significant
amount of the discharged or
released chemical to enter any
source of drinking water.

(2) The discharge or release is
in conformity with all other
laws and with every applicable
regulation, permit,
requirement, and order.

In any action brought to enforce

Section 25249.5, the burden of

showing that a discharge or

release meets the criteria of
this subdivision shall be on the
defendant.
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Warning Requirement.
Section 25249.6 shall not apply
to any of the following:
(a) An exposure for which
federal law governs warning in
a manner that preempts state
authority.
(b) An exposure that takes
place less than twelve months
subsequent to the listing of the
chemical in question on the list
required to be published under
subdivision (a) of Section
25249.8.
(c) An exposure for which the
person responsible can show
that the exposure poses no
significant risk assuming
lifetime exposure at the level in
question for substances known
to the state to cause cancer,
and that the exposure will have
no observable effect assuming
exposure at one thousand
(1000) times the level in
question for substances known
to the state to cause
reproductive toxicity, based on
evidence and standards of
comparable scientific validity to
the evidence and standards
which form the scientific basis
for the listing of such chemical
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pursuant to subdivision (a) of
Section 25249.8. In any action
brought to enforce Section
25249.6, the burden of showing
that an exposure meets the
criteria of this subdivision shall
be on the defendant.
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