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WHEREAS the people of New
South Wales, Victoria, South
Australia, Queensland, and
Tasmania, humbly relying on the
blessing of Almighty God,

have agreed to unite in one
indissoluble Federal
Commonwealth under the

Crown of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, and
under the Constitution hereby
established:

And whereas it is expedient to
provide for the admission into the
Commonwealth of other
Australasian Colonies and
possessions of the Queen:

Be it therefore enacted by the
Queen’s most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and
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consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this
present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same,
as follows:

1 Short title

This Act may be cited as the
Commonwealth of Australia
Constitution Act.

2 Act to extend to the Queen’s
successors

The provisions of this Act
referring to the Queen shall
extend to Her Majesty’s heirs
and successors in the sovereignty
of the United Kingdom.

3 Proclamation of Commonwealth
It shall be lawful for the Queen,
with the advice of the Privy
Council, to declare by
proclamation that, on and after a
day therein appointed, not being
later than one year after the
passing of this Act, the people of
New South Wales, Victoria, South
Australia, Queensland, and
Tasmania, and also, if Her
Majesty is satisfied that the
people of Western Australia have
agreed thereto, of Western
Australia, shall be united in a
Federal Commonwealth under the

A1x oFA
o] & TFAWAH g} gt

o, WARF-E Yz, HlEZo}
AR 2EYdeol, ASWHE=
R E=rolyotle] w=wl, A

Ago]  srEesE Aol
Frlo] Beldvin AT A5,
grvlorEdAeots]  FHulol
5% AWl olgatd shite o
Qo] AFATE ERES A
s Ae WAoR fFEs
i} ol 3§ AAEA o
W FES 9UE F ok




Q) =FIN (@ HAEEEAE

[SuyEE B

s’ Law Information Service

name of the Commonwealth of
Australia. But the Queen may, at
any time after the proclamation,
appoint a Governor—General for
the Commonwealth.

4 Commencement of Act

The Commonwealth shall be
established, and the Constitution
of the Commonwealth shall take
effect, on and after the day so
appointed. But the Parliaments of
the several colonies may at any
time after the passing of this Act
make any such laws, to come into
operation on the day so
appointed, as they might have
made if the Constitution had
taken effect at the passing of this
Act.

5 Operation of the Constitution
and laws

This Act, and all laws made by
the Parliament of the
Commonwealth under the
Constitution, shall be binding on
the courts, judges, and people of
every State and of every part of
the Commonwealth,
notwithstanding anything in the
laws of any State; and the laws
of the Commonwealth shall be in
force on all British ships, the
Queen’s ships of war excepted,

A4z el A3

A" Exol]l Aol HAHEHL

A Hel AldEn. 18y o
2] AR o]3)= o] Yol Tyt
Aol Aol FaIFTEE A7
e MES o ¥ 33 F o
A=A ARt A" Gl
S A QT

Aovx AW HES &

o] Wt el wel Aol st
A7 e HES 4 59 oy
Gt HE 2ol =sta AW
of EE Tk A9 ¥, #A}
R A FEHE RdY O
i Ao HES d4s 7Y
et of el A AR, Hx
=2 Itk 5A4A 0 9
el = 2E g=2o] Artel o




Q) =FIN (@ HAEEEAE [SE3yRB

s’ Law Information Service

whose first port of clearance and
whose port of destination are in
the Commonwealth.

6 Definitions Alex A2

The Commonwealth shall mean A2 o] Ho| wf AYEHE

the Commonwealth of Australia TAuS on st}

as established under this Act.

The States shall mean such of the | ¥+ BA] dAure] AdRFS +4

colonies of New South Wales, 3, AR 2Ed Aol &

New Zealand, Queensland, B A9dEE ¥ -2=9
A<

Tasmania, Victoria, Western R
Australia, and South Australia, Yo}, H
including the northern territory of | 2 el -

South Australia, as for the time | AW x|} Ao 93] F= 7}
being are parts of the HAY Agd

Commonwealth, and such colonies | & 2t

or territories as may be admitted | Z+Zt& F2tal 2t}
into or established by the
Commonwealth as States; and
each of such parts of the
Commonwealth shall be called a

State.

Original States shall mean such Z|EF= dAnro]l AgE o AW
States as are parts of the S TS FE 9 nsih.
Commonwealth at its

establishment.

7 Repeal of Federal Council Act | A7F A L3 H #H X

The Federal Council of 18850 ~EEg}Ajo} ANk
Australasia Act, 1885, is hereby | 3|H,; & HAHAT A A
repealed, but so as not to affect | A/ Aol Fa3 SA~EZHgA|of A

any laws passed by the Federal | $937F 53171 ¥HEI
Council of Australasia and in FeFS H XA =T

force at the establishment of the
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Commonwealth.
Any such law may be repealed as
to any State by the Parliament of
the Commonwealth, or as to any
colony not being a State by the
Parliament thereof.
8 Application of Colonial
Boundaries Act
After the passing of this Act the
Colonial Boundaries Act, 1895,
shall not apply to any colony
which becomes a State of the
Commonwealth; but the
Commonwealth shall be taken to
be a self—governing colony for
the purposes of that Act.
9 Constitution
The Constitution of the
Commonwealth shall be as
follows:
The Constitution
This Constitution is divided as
follows:
Chapter I—The Parliament
Part [—General
Part II—The Senate
Part III—The House of
Representatives
Part IV—Both Houses of the
Parliament
Part V—Powers of the
Parliament
Chapter II—The Executive
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Government A7 71 e 23
Chapter III—The Judicature A8 dAH MA
Chapter IV—Finance and Trade HE
Chapter V—The States
Chapter VI—New States
Chapter VII—Miscellaneous
Chapter VIII—Alteration of the
Constitution
The Schedule
Chapter [—The Parliament A1% 93]
Part [—General A14d F3

1 Legislative power A1z ?J HHA
The legislative power of the )
Commonwealth shall be vested in | 3}
a Federal Parliament, which shall @ B+
consist of the Queen, a Senate, H «]ﬁoﬂ ﬂ E}.
and a House of Representatives,
and which 1s hereinafter called
The Parliament, or The
Parliament of the Commonwealth.

2 Governor—General A2z ==

A Governor—General appointed | o <}o] AWt E FH5 Aol A
by the Queen shall be Her oS R, Y9 AV]=E
Majesty’s representative in the A el A ofgo] 7|7 o] 9
Commonwealth, and shall have g = Qe oo Ay FHE
and may exercise in the £ o] s ug} 7FA]ar “Sg/\}ﬂ
Commonwealth during the T %]er.

Queen’s pleasure, but subject to
this Constitution, such powers
and functions of the Queen as
Her Majesty may be pleased to

assign to him.
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3 Salary of Governor—General
There shall be payable to the
Queen out of the Consolidated
Revenue fund of the
Commonwealth, for the salary of
the Governor—General, an annual
sum which, until the Parliament
otherwise provides, shall be ten
thousand pounds.

The salary of a Governor—
General shall not be altered
during his continuance in office.
4 Provisions relating to
Governor—General

The provisions of this
Constitution relating to the
Governor—General extend and
apply to the Governor—General
for the time being, or such person
as the Queen may appoint to
administer the Government of the
Commonwealth; but no such
person shall be entitled to
receive any salary from the
Commonwealth in respect of any
other office during his
administration of the Government
of the Commonwealth.

5 Sessions of Parliament.
Prorogation and dissolution

The Governor—General may
appoint such times for holding the
sessions of the Parliament as he
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thinks fit, and may also from time
to time, by Proclamation or
otherwise, prorogue the
Parliament, and may 1in like
manner dissolve the House of
Representatives.

Summoning Parliament

After any general election the
Parliament shall be summoned to
meet not later than thirty days
after the day appointed for the
return of the writs.

First session

The Parliament shall be
summoned to meet not later than
six months after the
establishment of the
Commonwealth.

6 Yearly session of Parliament
There shall be a session of the
Parliament once at least in every
year, so that twelve months shall
not intervene between the last
sitting of the Parliament in one
session and its first sitting in the
next session.

Part II—The Senate
7 The Senate
The Senate shall be composed of
senators for each State, directly
chosen by the people of the

State, voting, until the Parliament
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otherwise provides, as one
electorate.

But until the Parliament of the
Commonwealth otherwise
provides, the Parliament of the
State of Queensland, if that State
be an Original State, may make
laws dividing the State into
divisions and determining the
number of senators to be chosen
for each division, and in the
absence of such provision the
State shall be one electorate.

Until the Parliament otherwise
provides there shall be six
senators for each Original State.
The Parliament may make laws
increasing or diminishing the
number of senators for each
State, but so that equal
representation of the several
Original States shall be
maintained and that no Original
State shall have less than six
senators.

The senators shall be chosen for
a term of six years, and the
names of the senators chosen for
each State shall be certified by
the Governor to the Governor—
General.

Tt awdet HEE A
WA, FEAE FAE A]RF
A%, Azds Fasle g9 &

g ole] AATE PR 7 A
Aol Wl AZHE AA0Y
8 A3 WES AYT £ 9
om, 1@ el fe A%
Y Fi= shike] M71olu,
g8t wEm FAG WA 7
BF ALY FE 6PoR
@tk oalE 7 Fo geelq
e B9 S WES ART 5
Qo 7 JuEe YEss 9
A ZE 52 FA0F s o
W 7RFY A FE 69
v koo A= ot}




Q) =FIN (@ HAEEEAE

QY P B2

s’ Law Information Service

8 Qualification of electors

The qualification of electors of
senators shall be in each State
that which is prescribed by this
Constitution, or by the
Parliament, as the qualification
for electors of members of the
House of Representatives; but in
the choosing of senators each
elector shall vote only once.

9 Method of election of senators
The Parliament of the
Commonwealth may make laws
prescribing the method of
choosing senators, but so that the
method shall be uniform for all
the States. Subject to any such
law, the Parliament of each State
may make laws prescribing the
method of choosing the senators
for that State.

Times and places

The Parliament of a State may
make laws for determining the
times and places of elections of
senators for the State.

10. Application of State laws
Until the Parliament otherwise
provides, but subject to this
Constitution, the laws in force in
each State, for the time being,
relating to elections for the more
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numerous House of the o] MA HExojoF sty
Parliament of the State shall, as
nearly as practicable, apply to
elections of senators for the

State.

11. Failure to choose senators ALLZ LY A= A

The Senate may proceed to the |AH€L 3T F&5 Uish= Y
despatch of business, ol MEste W Adg 571 o
notwithstanding the failure of any | Bl2}= JAF= A8 4+ At

State to provide for its
representation in the Senate.

12. Issue of writs A12z A7 o =#eo] vkl

The Governor of any State may | FAAE ald 9 Ardod A

cause writs to be issued for e st S P 5+ 9l

elections of senators for the oh Aol diteE Ag- siak ¥
]

State. In case of the dissolution | XZYZHFH 10¢
of the Senate the writs shall be | &3 afoF 3t}
1ssued within ten days from the
proclamation of such dissolution.

13. Rotation of senators A13x Fdeldel A

As soon as may be after the dde A WA o ¥ aga
Senate first meets, and after each | <92 3|42k & A 3o = 715
first meeting of the Senate sk 3 e g 7 Fro dd
following a dissolution thereof, H AHodE s 3 s F=
the Senate shall divide the 282 ygoof st} 18l Al
senators chosen for each State F-o] ol de 477t AlEHE

into two classes, as nearly equal | &
in number as practicable; and the | §3, A28 AQogzxe 64

places of the senators of the first | ©] W&

class shall become vacant at the | L o]Fo] Agojdre A7) A
expiration of the-third—ear three | 2} & 6do] WaFH= Al 2
years, and the places of those of | o] Ht}. Aol & oS A
the second class at the expiration | 7] ¢33+ AA= sE 2j4jo] 4
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of the-sixth-year six years, from
the beginning of their term of
service; and afterwards the
places of senators shall become
vacant at the expiration of six
years from the beginning of their
term of service.

The election to fill vacant places

shall be made #theyearatthe-
expiration-of-which within one

year before the places are to
become vacant.

For the purposes of this section
the term of service of a senator
shall be taken to begin on the
first day of Januwary July
following the day of his election,
except in the cases of the first
election and of the election next
after any dissolution of the
Senate, when it shall be taken to

begin on the first day of January
July preceding the day of his

election.
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